
June 2018 |  Millennium High School Newspaper |  $0.00/copy

Interested in joining the 
Millennium Phoenix ?

We’re always looking for 
new members! Drop by 
afterschool on Mondays at 
3:15PM in room 1111 to sign 
up! Editors and faculty ad-
visor will provide informa-
tion about your preferred 
section of interest.

Class of 2018 College Map 

In this Issue... 
- Class of 2018 College Map
- Seniors Say Goodbye 
- MHS Showcase
- Karen’s Farewell to the Teachers 

MILLENNIUM

- Lower East Side: A Deja Vu of 
West Chelsea Editorial by Wen Jing
- Avengers Infinity War Review by 
Jenna

U.S. NEWS

OPINION

- Nine Months on One Page
- The Biggest Party Schools in   
America

WORLD
-Jerusalem Post Conference Sum-
mary by Russell



   2
MILLENNIUM PHOENIX

MILLENNIUM

American University
Barry University
Baruch College of the CUNY
Bennington College
Binghamton University
Borough of Manhattan Community College of the 
CUNY
Boston University
Bowdoin College
Brigham Young University
Brooklyn College of the CUNY
SUNY Broome Community College
University of California, Santa Barbara
Carnegie Mellon University
Case Western Reserve University
City College of New York CUNY
Clark University
University of Colorado at Boulder
Connecticut College
Cornell University
CUNY New York City College of Technology
Dickinson College
Drexel University
Fordham University
Gettysburg College
Goucher College
Hampshire College
Hobart and William Smith Colleges
Hunter College of the CUNY
Indiana University at Bloomington
Ithaca College
John Jay College of Criminal Justice of the CUNY
Juniata College
Kingsborough Community College of the CUNY
Lafayette College
Lehman College of the CUNY
Maryland Institute College of Art

University of Maryland, College Park
University of Massachusetts, Amherst
University of Miami
Michigan State University
Middlebury College
Mount Holyoke College
New York University
Nyack College
Pace University, New York City
Pennsylvania State University
University of Pennsylvania
University of Pittsburgh
Pitzer College
Queens College of the CUNY
Rochester Institute of Technology
Sarah Lawrence College
Scripps College
Skidmore College
Smith College
St. John’s University - Queens Campus
State University of New York at Albany
State University of New York at New Paltz
College of Staten Island - CUNY
Stony Brook University
SUNY College at Cobleskill
SUNY College of Environmental Science and Forestry
SUNY College at Geneseo
Syracuse University
The New School - 
Tufts University
Tulane University
University at Buffalo The State University of New York
University of Vermont
Villanova University
Wheaton College MA
Yale University
York College of the CUNY

    Class of 2018 Will Be Attending the Following Colleges 
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Seniors Say Goodbye 

MILLENNIUM

After four years of exams, friendships, tedious assignments, learning experiences, riveting discussions, heart-
felt speeches, and hundreds of memories, the class of 2018 has just a few days left until the end of their time at 
Millennium. Most will be off to college next fall, but before they leave, the seniors have some last pieces they 
want to share with the rest of the Millennium community, about their time in high school and what they are 
looking forward to. 

Reflecting upon the lifetime friends she made, Jenny Huang says “I’ll miss my friends and the support I got 
from the teachers.” Responding to an question about what she enjoyed about the preparation Millennium 
equips its students with, Jenny explained how in many of her classes “we were able to talk about real world 
problems and have open discussions in which not everybody had the same opinion.” She says she respects the 
way her high school experience allowed her to share ideas with her peers which were unique to her.

Similarly, Jake Chadrow says “I’ll miss my friends and some of my teachers.” He appreciates how Millennium 
prepared him for college with “all the homework they gave me and the college advisors.” 

Some seniors will enjoy the more unique characteristics of Millennium that made their high school experience, 
such as Helen Kovary, who says she’ll “miss the countless times Mr. Losinno has made mer stay in for lunch 
because I was late.” The qualities that make Millennium what it is what most students will miss about their 
four years here, and thankfully all said they are grateful for what Millennium gave them as tools for the future. 

Despite their attachment to their high school, many seniors are excited to be able to see where their future 
takes them in the next few years. Jenny says she is excited to “move out and get more freedom,” while Louis 
Guillemain simply looks forward to “being free.” The class of 2018 will be greatly missed, and we wish them 
success in all their future endeavors. 

Gordon Powers 
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Millennium Talent Show 2018
Sophie Rosenthal 
May 24th marked the date of the fifth annual Millennium Showcase. The showcase is a talent and art show put 
on every year by Mr. Garfinkel and the Art Department. It gives students a chance to show off their talents, 
whether it be dancing, singing, or more. 

Since Millennium lacks a formal music program, many students find an outlet in the showcase. Sophomore 
Awa Mbaye was the showcase’s emcee, filling the gaps between the performances with jokes, and introducing 
each performer.

The showcase kicked off with a comedic “dramatic reading” put on by the Drama Club. The show was called 
“The Astonishing and Dangerous History of Mazefield the Frog,” by Jen Silverman. When Clare and her sister 
Sara move, following her nervous breakdown, Clare has trouble settling into her new surroundings. After Sara 
gives Clare a frog, Clare discovers that the frog can not only talk, but is named Mazefield, and wants to destroy 
the world. What follows is a hilarious, cynical story.

The Leap World Dance club made a music video to the song “One Dance.” Club member Ashley King said of the 
club, “It’s a really great way for expression, especially for people who feel that our school isn’t very exposed to 
outside outlets and art. We do a variety of dances, and it’s a fun way to spend a Friday.”

Sophomores Kelly Patrick, Maddie Platt, and Sophia Kenny performed a song called “Colors” by Grouplove. 
Kelly played the piano, Maddie played the ukulele, and Sophia played bass and sang. They altered the song to 
make it their own. Sophia even learned bass for the performance.  
Kelly and Sophia then performed an original song called “Weak as Fawns.” Kelly explained that “ I started writ-
ing it about our friendship, and I showed it to Kenny and we finished it together.” “I was terrified of performing 
it at school.”  

A nameless band made up of sophomores Mina Petracca and Eric Batlle and seniors Gabe Josephs, Ben Acker, 
and Danny Vich played three songs: “Californication”, “Billie Jean”, and “Little Wing”. The band has played at 
most of the recent Open Mikes.

The audience members thoroughly enjoyed the event. Sophomore Jenna Cohen said, “It was entertaining, and 
a lot of fun.”

She and Mr. Mihok sang “Sweet Dreams,” with Mr. Mihok on guitar. 

Ms. Tyldesley commented before the showcase began that “ we used to have showcase at this other school, PS 
276 or something, and then last year we had it in the MPR, but this is the first year that it’s on the 12th floor, 
and I feel like it kind of can invite more people because it’s the art and the music and performances together, 
so I think it’s going to be a big success.” After watching all of the performances, we can all agree, it was a great 
success.
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The Biggest Party Schools In America 
U.S. NEWS

It’s that time of year again: Millennium seniors are grasping their acceptance letters, completing their final 
month of high school, and getting ready to head off to college. The types of colleges these seniors will be at-
tending are heavily varied, ranging from small liberal arts schools to large universities. Thus, with each differ-
ent college or university comes a different college lifestyle.

If you were anything like me growing up, you thought college life was a never ending stream of parties. A place 
where you took one class a week, had to write a page long report at the most, and then just spent the rest of the 
day sleeping or hanging out with your friends. Not dissimilar to the college life portrayed through the movie 
series “Neighbors,” featuring Seth Rogen and Zac Efron. 

However, the reality of college is much different to the way it is portrayed through media, and the way it is 
envisioned as a teenager. It is a reality where college is a lot more than just parties, and where it is mostly com-
posed of difficult and rigorous work.

All hope is not lost, though. A strong education and an active social life can go hand in hand. Just because a 
college student is working towards a degree does not mean they can not have fun once in a while.

Princeton Review agrees.  

Every year, The Princeton Review surveys 137,000 students from across the country and releases a book con-
taining the best 382 colleges, raking them in terms of certain aspects of college life, such as extracurriculars, 
politics, and town life. 

The most famous, or infamous of these lists depending on who you ask, is the “Party Schools” list. Twenty 
schools are ranked each 
year based off of a num-
ber of factors that deter-
mine where they stand 
in the world of partying. 
This year’s number one 
is not only the best at 
partying, but also has 
remarkable academics.

The 2018 results in-
dicate that Tulane 
University is the top 
party school in Amer-
ica. Tulane University 
surpassed the top party 
school of 2017, Uni-
versity of Wisconsin,-
Madison, which is now 
ranked at number five.

Located in New Orle-
ans, home to the French 
Quarter and Bourbon 
Street, it is no surprise 

Adriana Guirguis 
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that Tulane knows how to throw a party. Mardi Gras alone must be a spectacle. This is also not the first time 
Tulane has landed on a top party schools list. Back in 2015 they ranked 4th on Playboy’s top party schools list.  

In addition, Tulane University has a great academic program that is well respected around the country, ranking 
40th out of 382 schools in another survey conducted by The Princeton Review. 

Tulane University ranking number one as the ultimate party school, while still maintaining its prestigious 
name and academics goes to show that college can be both academically rewarding and fun. You can both make 
your parents proud by pursuing a degree, while still partying and enjoying the experience that is college. 

Listed below is the full list of the top party schools.
1. Tulane University   2. West Virginia University   3. Bucknell University   4. Syracuse University 5. University 
of Wisconsin-Madison   6. University of Delaware   7. University of Colorado-Boulder  8.  Colgate University  9. 
Lehigh University  10. University of Maine   11.University of Iowa  12. University of California, Santa Barbara  
13. University of Mississippi    14. University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign   15. University of Vermont   16. 
University of Rhode Island   17. University of Florida   18. Wake Forest University   19. University of Kansas  20. 
University of Alabama

Works Cited 
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Nine Months on One Page  

With our attention spans declining and use of social media increasing, it’s easy to forget about the many events 
that have happened through the past thirty nine weeks since last summer vacation. Here are just some of the 
many events that are particularly noteworthy; 

September: We started the school year off with Hurricane Irma that stormed on from August 30th to Sep-
tember 12th, killing over 130 people. During Irma, on September 1st, The United States and South Korea 
agreed to increase Seoul’s missile capabilities. On the 4th, President Trump announces that the Dreamers 
program will come to an end. Eight days later Apple reveals the new iPhone 8 and X. 

October: On October 1st, Stephen Paddock opened fire in a crowd in Las Vegas killing 58 people and injuring 
851, in what is now known as the deadliest mass shooting in American history. Four days later, The New York 
Times published their investigation into sexual harassment behavior by Hollywood producer Harvey Wein-
stein. Consequently, Weinstein is then fired from The Weinstein Company on the 9th, followed by many rape 
and sexual harassment allegations throughout the month and the months to come. Last, but certainly not least, 
on October 18th, OJ Simpson was released from prison after ten years. 

November: On the 7th, Danica Roem becomes the first US transgender person to be elected to a state legis-
lature in the US in North Virginia. On November 9th, five women detail sexual misconduct by comedian Louis 
C.K. in a New York Times report. A day later, Louis C.K. admits the stories of sexual misconduct about him are 
true. On November 27, Prince Harry and Meghan Markle announce their engagement. 

December: December 5th markes the day Russia was officially banned from the 2018 Winter Olympics. The 
following day President Trump called for the United States to recognize Jerusalem as the capital of Israel.

January:  We welcomed 2018, which was quickly followed by a short two-day long government shutdown as a 
result of DACA disputes. On January 31st, we witnessed a total lunar eclipse.

February: On Friday, February 9th, the Winter Olympics began. On Valentine’s Day, the tragic Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas shooting in Parkland Florida took place, killing 17 people. 

March: On March 8th, Trump accepts an invitation to meet from Kim Jong-un. 

April: On April 13th, the United States, United Kingdom and France order the bombing of Syria following the 
chemical attack in Douma, killing at least 70 syrians. 

May: On May 18th, a gunman opened fire at Santa Fe High School in Texas killing ten people. May 19th 
marked the controversial royal marriage of Prince Harry and Meghan Markle. 

https://www.onthisday.com/events/date/2017/september

Zoe Woolrich 

U.S. NEWS
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Israel’s Accomplishments and Challenges Discussed at Je-
rusalem Post Conference 

WORLD

On April 29th, 2018, the 7th Jerusalem Annual Post Conference was held at the New York Marriott Marquis 
Hotel in Times Square.

The conference, which was sponsored by The Jerusalem Post - Israel’s oldest and most respected newspa-
per - featured prominent speakers including members of the Israeli government, Israeli journalists, business 
leaders, medical professionals, American celebrities in support of Israel, and two United States Senators: Ben 
Cardin from Maryland (Democrat) and Lindsey Graham from South Carolina (Republican). 

Some of the primary topics addressed in the conference included Iranian aggression and hostile rhetoric 
against Israel, the moving of the United States embassy from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem, the presence of Hamas on 
Israel’s southern border with Gaza, relations between Israel and Diaspora Jews (Jews living outside of Israel), 
and various advancements in medicine and technology in Israel. 

The event coincided with the unit covering the Middle-Eastern conflict in our Global History 10 class at Millen-
nium.

The mood for the conference was set by an opening montage consisting of excerpts of speeches from past con-
ferences, accompanied by stirring and dramatic music. The music was meant to represent Israel’s strength and 
bravery as a nation, and the challenges Israel has been constantly forced to endure for over 70 years.

Among the first speakers to address the audience was Ronald S. Lauder, the President of the World Jewish 
Congress. The World Jewish Congress was founded in Switzerland in 1936 as a diplomatic group devoted 
to unifying and advancing the interests of the Jewish people. Throughout his speech, Lauder explained how 
younger Jewish people are gradually turning their backs on Israel, while Palestinian organizations including 
the BDS (Boycott, Divestment, and Sanctions) movement are spending millions of dollars on propaganda to 
delegitimize Israel, and make it appear like a pariah state. Specifically, he stated, “We are not doing enough to 
educate young people about Israel’s true story, what it means to be Jewish and the greatness of Israel.” Lauder 
also stated, “Israel has been spending less and less on public relation issues.” He emphasized that Israel’s ane-
mic public relations efforts is the major reason why Israel is currently seen the way it is by so many people.

Another prominent speaker to address the audience was Avigdor Lieberman, the current Defense Minister of 
Israel. Lieberman was interviewed by Yaakov Katz, the Editor-in-Chief of the Jerusalem Post. When asked if 
a war could potentially emerge between Iran and Israel, Lieberman responded, “No doubt. As one of my col-
leagues said in the past, we have three problems: Iran, Iran and Iran.” He further stated that Iran is constantly 
trying to undermine stability in Israel, and spread their growing influence throughout Lebanon, Syria and Iraq, 
most importantly Syria, where Iran is attempting to establish military bases to threaten and attack Israel from 
Syrian territory. Lieberman also mentioned that Iran is one of the biggest terror sponsors of the world, stating, 
“It should be clear that 80 to 85 percent of all budget to the terrorist proxy of Hezbollah comes from Iranians.” 
He contended that without Iranian support, these terrorist groups would not exist.

Russel Stern 
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Echoing Lieberman’s concerns about Iran and other hostile enemies of Israel, like the terrorist group, Hamas, 
were Israeli foreign ministers Yoav Gallant, Minister of Construction and Housing, Gila Gamliel, Minister of 
Social Equality, Israel Katz, Transportation and Intelligence Minister, Tzachi Hanegbi, the Regional Coop-
eration Minister, and Gideon Sa’ar, former minister and Security Cabinet member. All of these government 
ministers praised United States President Donald Trump for his support of Israel, including relocating the U.S. 
embassy to Israel’s historic capital, Jerusalem, and confronting the spread of Iranian aggression in Syria.

The next speaker at the conference was Benjamin Levy, the CEO of Mosaic United. Mosaic United is an organi-
zation dedicated to connecting Jewish values to Jews around the world, and helping them recognize the value 
and significance of their Jewish heritage. While presenting to the audience, Levy stated that Mosaic United’s 
mission is to, “galvanize participation in Jewish life and strengthen ties to Israel.” Similar to Ronald Lauder, 
Levy emphasized the point that the first step in changing the common narrative about Israel is to educate stu-
dents about Israel’s true history.

Gordon Robertson, CEO of the pro-Israel Christian Broadcasting Network, addressed the audience next. Rob-
ertson directed a film called, “To Life”, about how Israel selflessly provides humanitarian aid and disaster relief 
to countries around the world. He stressed that his motivation for producing the film was to present a side of 
Israel that is not often portrayed by the mainstream media.

In one of the highlights of the conference, Democratic Senator Ben Cardin was interviewed by Lahav Harkov, 
the Senior Reporter and Analyst for The Jerusalem Post. One of the main points Cardin emphasized was that 
the United States should not pull out of the Iran nuclear deal. He stated, “If we pull out of the Iran Deal while 
they are in compliance, we isolate ourselves rather than Iran, our enemy.” Although Cardin is very pro-Israel, 
he feels that rather than pulling out of the Iran Deal, we should build on it and revise it. (Since the conference, 
President Trump has decided to withdraw from the deal altogether.)

Numerous other prominent individuals appeared at the conference. Republican Senator Lindsey Graham 
expressed his support for the moving of the United States embassy from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem. Former Israeli 
Prime Minister Ehud Olmert discussed the generous peace proposal that his government made to the Palestin-
ians in 2008, which the Palestinian leader, Mahmoud Abbas, never responded to. Olmert stated, “Abbas didn’t 
say yes and he didn’t say no” emphasizing that Abbas simply “walked away” from the offer.

Also present at the conference were Roseanne Barr, a famous actress and comedian who was once a vocal critic 
of Israel, but is now a strong supporter of the Jewish state, and Dr. Ruth Westheimer, the 89 year-old celebrity 
sex therapist who as a young woman actually was a sniper for the Israeli army in the 1948 Arab-Israeli War, 
leading to Israel’s independence.

In conclusion, the Jerusalem Post Annual Conference was an educational and informative event which was a 
timely complement to the 10th grade Global History unit on the Middle-Eastern conflict.
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Avengers Infinity War: Measuring the Success and Quality 
of the Film Ten Years in the Making: A Review of the Film

OPINION

The Marvel Cinematic 
Universe has more 
or less taken over the 
world since its start 
in 2008 with the 
first Iron Man mov-
ie. With these films, 
Marvel and its parent 
company Disney have 
gained an enormous 
fan base and large 
sums of money. In the 
past ten years, Mar-
vel has cinematically 
introduced iconic 
characters such as 
Iron Man, Captain 
America, and Thor, 
putting the spotlight 
on the relatively new 
genre and forcing the 
world to take superhero films seriously. However, all of this buildup and introduction leads to the one film that 
has been in the works of Marvel for the last decade: Avengers: Infinity War.

The film can simply be described as the culmination of the entirety of the Marvel films so far. Audiences will 
see the Avengers teaming up with the Guardians of the Galaxy to fight the biggest Marvel villain yet, Thanos 
(played by Josh Brolin). Thanos’ goal is to collect all six of the Infinity Stones, objects that Marvel has wove 
in and out of their past films, beginning with the Tesseract in Captain America: The First Avenger (2011) and 
most recently featuring a Tesseract cameo in Thor: Ragnarok (2017). With these Stones, Thanos plans to wipe 
out half of the universe. It is up to the heroes to team up and stop Thanos.

However, after Captain America: Civil War, the Avengers are broken up and Thor, Hulk, and Loki remain 
somewhere in space. The Guardians are also floating around somewhere. Fans have been left with almost noth-
ing to go off of in their predictions and the trailers, although popular, do not reveal anything related to the plot.

Jenna Cohen 
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There is no denying the insane amount of hype built around the film and all of its possible outcomes, that will 
decide the fate of the cinematic universe in the years to come. Fans have created thousands of theories, which 
continually circulate the internet, and have taken every word spoken about the film to analyze meticulously. 
However, Marvel has taken specific measures to keep this particular film in secrecy. According to various inter-
views, Benedict Cumberbatch (Doctor Strange) and Chris Evans (Captain America) are two of the only actors to 
have read the entirety of the script. Many of the cast had received fake scripts and Tom Holland (Spider-Man), 
notorious for his tendency to spoil unintentionally, wasn’t even allowed to read it.  This created even more sus-
pense in anticipation for the film’s release. After all of this hype has been built, we must determine whether the 
film really measured up to all of the excitement.

Avengers: Infinity War was undeniably going to succeed. Coming after the highest ranked Marvel film on 
Rotten Tomatoes, Black Panther (2018), the franchise had no doubts towards the success of the film in the box 
office. The world was correct in having no concern, since Infinity War, after shattering pre sale records across 
the country, broke almost all records in box office sales. It had the biggest domestic and worldwide opening of 
all time, generating $258.2 million and $640.9 million respectively in its opening weekend, as well as having 
the biggest opening in numerous other international markets.

The film was given an 84% on Rotten Tomatoes, a relatively low score in comparison to many of the newest 
Marvel films, which have ranked in the 90s. However, it has reached a fan score of 91%, showing many did 
enjoy the rather gripping film, which opened audiences up to a darker superhero reality.

As I go into my own thoughts and feelings towards this film, I would like to issue a spoiler warning to anyone 
who has not yet seen the film. If you read forward from this point, you have been warned. I would also like to 
say that I believe my views on this film are fairly controversial and not many people may completely agree with 
them, but this is specifically opinion driven.

I walked into Avengers: Infinity War as a huge fan of the franchise with high expectations. Having listened 
to the speculations, I knew there was going to be at least one major character death and maybe some more 
trauma, but there were big shoes to fill for Marvel. I had my expectations and my predictions, and I had come, 
excited to see my favorite characters shine and finally interact with the newer additions to the franchise, to see 
huge action sequences and key character development, but I had left somewhat disappointed.

Most of my expectations were certainly shattered, but I found that Avengers: Infinity War lacked in certain 
important areas of character development. This film had been tasked with including and providing some sort of 
character arc for the more-than-twenty included characters, and it didn’t quite deliver. Much of the story was 
scattered between different plotlines, which immediately made the film somewhat convoluted and left some of 
the story missing, as much more time was spent on some plots than others. The juggling of the three hero plo-
tlines and Thanos’ plot, using all of the mythos of the Marvel canon, causes any viewer who is not completely 
educated in the Marvel universe to be confused.

I went to see the film with three members of my family, none of whom are huge Marvel fans like I am. They 
were left lost among the sequence of events and unaware of the spectacle of the film. It would be hard for any 
viewer who was not incredibly familiar with the Marvel films to truly understand all that was going on because 
the little background that was provided was rather hard to comprehend among all of the other things going on 
at the same time.

Though I dislike the approach that Infinity War took to its sequencing, there was really no other, better, way 
that the Russo brothers could have done it, with all of the responsibilities they had in making this film. And 
Infinity War certainly did have its highlights, with many fun quips and jokes scattered through the rather dark 
film. The action sequences were on and off, some proving better than others. However, the emotion, what many 
see to be a strong point in the film, doesn’t quite work in its entirety for me.

OPINION
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I came into it expecting a major character death, but I came out with approximately fifteen “deaths”. And I 
put the word death in quotation marks because, going into the film, myself and many others were aware of the 
sequels that Marvel was planning. Many of those sequels involve the disintegrated characters who “die” at the 
end of the film. Knowing this significantly minimizes the emotion that can be felt. Even my non-fanatical family 
were well aware that most of those characters will be revived in the next Infinity War movie, knowing that they 
were all bankable and successful characters. If the security of certain characters is made certain by Marvel’s 
release of planned sequels, their deaths are made very insignificant. Only a die-hard fan of a certain character 
could really feel the emotions intended from such deaths because of the simple lack of realism that all of these 
deaths provide in a society where a studio would do anything for another sequel featuring successful charac-
ters, causing even those die hard fans know the reality that their favorite character is not, in fact, dead.

Beyond the decision of wiping out the characters, the emotion is also lacking in the way the film rushes to close 
itself after Thanos snaps his fingers to wipe out half of society. It flashes from death to death, closing on the 
saddest of all deaths in Peter Parker, who delivers a heart wrenching line before dissolving. And then, a little 
more than one minute later, the credits roll. Leaving an audience member with almost no time to really take in 
the fact that these characters are gone. No time is spent on the characters’ reactions, which could simply be a 
stylistic choice to show how fast this all happened, or just a cliffhanger with no resolution, something Marvel 
has never done before. I believe the lack of emphasis on some characters’ reactions really contributes to the 
inability for me to feel all of the desired emotion in this film. There is no time spent to let the audience really 
take in what has happened in the context of the movie, which leaves us with less emotion and more shock that 
Marvel had the guts to pull off such a move.

Despite my apparent trashing of this movie, I did enjoy it. I just happened to find myself nitpicking at certain 
parts of the film. Overall, it was an entertaining movie which was fun to watch. The Russo brothers did a par-
ticularly good job fleshing out Thanos’ backstory and making his motivations clear and the comedic moments 
shone as some of the great parts of the film. As I said earlier, the film shattered my expectations and I was left 
in shock while watching most of it. The twists and turns were well done and well placed among the disarray. 
The acting was also very impressive, with memorable performances from Robert Downey Jr. (Iron Man) and 
Tom Holland (Spider-Man), to name a few.

With the overwhelming success of Avengers: Infinity War came what I found to be a rather disappointing 
addition to the biggest franchise in history. As studios continue to attempt to create their own money making 
cinematic universes, it is important that they remain true to what makes a film of good quality.

OPINION
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Lower East Side - A Deja Vu of West Chelsea
An Editorial on Gentrification
I’ve witnessed the steady 
yet rapid changes in my 
neighborhood. Yet not 
many many of these devel-
opments are truly designed 
for the people who define 
the cultural characteristics 
of the neighborhood, who 
create such a tight-knit 
community.

The Lower East Side is 
truly a cultural fusion site. 
You can have a taste of ko-
sher bagels and babkas at 
Kossar’s Bialys or you try 
the yelp-famous pastrami 
sandwich at Katz Delica-
tessen. You can also enjoy 
some Asian specialties 
from Vivi Bubble Tea, Taipan Bakery, and Hong Kong Supermarket. The booming local businesses make the 
Lower East Side a more accessible and welcoming community.

There are many existing buildings in Lower East Side in which the tenants live in fear of being uprooted from 
their home. Landlords of some buildings forcefully evict the tenants in order to renovate the vacant space for 
the sole purpose of attracting wealthier tenants. This is the harsh reality of gentrification. According to local 
community group Equality for Flatbush, gentrification is “the deliberate pricing out of low-to-middle income 
residents from neighborhoods by corporations, real estate developers, and landlords in favor of renting, selling, 
and catering to people of higher incomes.” By renovating old buildings, constructing high-rises, and introduc-
ing deluxe businesses and hotels, developers attract people of a more affluent background to settle into the 
neighborhood. Residents of the Lower East Side have been uprooted from the home that they’ve been living in 
for many years. Nonetheless, gentrification is not solely an issue for the residents of the Lower East Side.  

The remarkable tourist attraction site, High Line Park, perfectly exemplifies gentrification in West Chelsea. 
Prior to the construction in 2005, the founder of this project had claimed that it would be a community space 
for the people in the neighborhood. Yet it has only become a tourist destination rather than a park for the 
community. The luxurious The Standard Hotel, the high-end Japanese cuisine Morimoto, the trendy fitness 
studio SoulCycle, and the 519 Highline condominium replaced the community of art lovers that once resided in 
Chelsea. Ironically, the park that promised to preserve native plant species are displacing the native residents. 
Some people’s luxury meant others’ displacement.

The High Line Park became a highly profitable development for the Bloomberg administration. This upscale 
and corporatized path slithers through West Chelsea, engulfing the local residents. In 2009, the construction 
of the High Line ended. Then comes the establishment of Avenues: The World School, a private school with a 
tuition around $49,000. And just across the street is the Chelsea-Elliott housing project of NYCHA (New York 
City Housing Authority) with an average monthly rent of $477. Gentrification creates private institutions rather 
than channeling community resources into schooling. Imagine being a child growing up in the housing project, 
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how agonizing it’ll be to have daily doses of the society’s wealth gap right before your eyes. Imagine, walking 
past by, every morning, kids whose family pays a tuition more than your family’s annual income. These factors 
can seriously jeopardize children’s academic performance and success, contributing to long-term achievement 
gaps. The emotional burden on the mental growth of children is beyond imagination. 

Even the co-founder Robert Hammond has publicly admitted that they had failed to create something for the 
neighborhood. He states with regret that, “‘instead of asking what the design should look like, I wish we’d asked 
[the residents], ‘what can we do for you?’” (O’Neill, 2017). 

Same goes with the development of the Low Line Lab on Essex Street.  A few years ago, when I first heard of 
the proposal, I was very much impressed by this idea of having an underground park in my neighborhood. But 
it has only struck me recently that the Low Line will simply resemble the High Line Park. And the low-income 
residents cannot afford to live through this crisis as history repeats itself. The beautiful underground park will 
only transform this residential area into a commercial zone and serve little purpose to the neighborhood. I 
cannot imagine how the majority of the residents in Lower East Side will be displaced and be forced to hunt for 
more affordable housing elsewhere in the city. 

Ongoing gentrification diminishes housing options for low-income, working class families. Mr. Wong, a tenant 
of 81 Bowery Street, experienced the threat of displacement when he faced unethical methods of eviction by 
his landlord. In a documentary filmed by a community organizer, Mr. Wong confides, “When the new landlord 
bought this building, he converted the other floors to hostels, and business has been profitable. Now he wants 
to evict tenants living on the fourth floor.” Mr. Wong also revealed his heartfelt and unfortunate experience 
that many other tenants can relate to. He utters, “We’ve lived here for so long. We feel safe here… If they evict 
us, we wouldn’t know where else to go.” (Kong and Hong, 2013). Mr. Wong, a man now in his nineties, a man 
who loves walking to dim sum, is so attached to this neighborhood - the neighborhood he lived in since 1977. 
For Mr. Wong, gentrification simply meant losing his warm bed, a comfy couch, a bathroom with hot shower, a 
place of security and connection. 

This spread of gentrification is even more common than you think. In fact, 15 out of 50 neighborhoods in New 
York City were categorized as gentrifying, meaning that these neighborhoods have a drastic increase in median 
rent in the past 20 years (Warerkar, 2016). Williamsburg, Central Harlem, and Lower East Side have the high-
est percent change in average rent. Almost 30% of the city is being gentrified. How many out of the 8.4 million 
population in New York City alone face the fear of losing their home? Where can they go? Where can I go?

Change is inevitable. Yet, there is a major difference between the natural resettlement of a community and the 
forced change placing upon the people whose roots grow so deep into the nurturing soil, whose wrinkled bucks 
can only support them so much. How can the society - how can we - neglect those who are fighting at the pover-
ty line to support their homes?

Our generation, the future generation, should participate more in community planning and advocating for 
affordable housing align with the area’s median income. We can join campaigns that protest against Trump’s 
newly proposed $6 billion federal housing cuts which will be allocated as funding for military spending. We 
can preserve the neighborhood’s character by supporting low-income communities. Let’s prevent the corro-
sive spread of gentrification from devouring each and every one of us in the years to come. Let the community 
board, the local government, the tenants living under threats of displacement see that we care. 

http://www.asiancinevision.org/locked-out-at-81-bowery-the-fight-for-home-continues/

https://www.nytimes.com/2012/08/22/opinion/in-the-shadows-of-the-high-line.html

https://nypost.com/2017/02/13/high-line-creator-admits-the-park-is-a-problem-for-residents/

https://ny.curbed.com/2016/5/9/11641588/nyc-top-15-gentrifying-neighborhoods-williamsburg-harlem-bushwick

http://www.mapstotheotherside.net/struggling-against-gentrification-in-brooklyn/
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